it- 


 Gbiiſtan Reatler, 


FI Fowbranit t {Batt te - Jar 
BI #to'q critical time, .in which 2 
_ bs "Bird for a man to look or. ſpeak, 
Enk's foe odd refleion' mail tt 
| 4 or Lim': I was therefore far from being 
|!) VF. ndflions of appearing ow the Stage" is 
dhiv- jantlure, either i ſpeakinf on ſich 
Fo Octafton” as" feta pogo Sp He Wow i | 
Hon; VF I ComMitting it to the | 
WF Print; Blowing how much 1 ſhou & | 
| | - Expo Pd thereby: Though on, the. o hey 
f \ i FA 1 am noe of that ſullen Humour, 
"bun. a Service, wherein \I may" & ect 
meet an Afromt,whet' called þ Doe. 
Wd av adbant a + $1 is fe &d Fo £ £ | 
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# mnoyick an bile m every thing that i done. * 
FF” gan bleſs God heartily for men. in Authority, who 
0p Kt: weal of our Iſrael, making it their Stu- 
dy and Endeavour to Advance the InterefF. of 
Religion and Righteouſnels among their *Php» 
ple; and can remember that they are "meng and 
nay miſtake ; and endeavour to cover rather 
than diſcover their Infirmities. I . do-therefore 
crave your candid Interpretation of the followi 
Diſcourſe. 1.counted my ſelf bound in Conſcience 
sf 1 /pake any thing, to Level it to the Occaſion ; 
end to that ,end, reckoned nothing more . proper, 
than ro repreſent, as in a Glaſs, the fair free of 
# W<eli-oidered Government,. with ſome of 
the advantages accrumg therefrom, © together 
with ;he inconveniences naturally conſequent on 
the cirtrary ; that all Ranks of Men in 4 
Civil Capacity may - be helped thereby in what 
they ought to purſue, and what to avoid. It 
is a Rule in Matbematicks, Re&um eſt ins 
dex ſui et obliqui. Here may we ſee our 
"Duty and our Danzer ; the Pſalmift ſaith , 
Pa. 119. 105. Thy Word is a Lamp to 
my Feet, and a Light to my Path, ff 
any, wheth:y be be in Place of Rule, or un» 
"der Subjcttion, will try bimſelf by this, and 
" amend bimſelf by the direftion of #t, I bave 
#11 aim at : if be ſhall improve #t t0 Rev 
eff upon athers, the blame will he. bis own. 
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in s thing ſo much too big for me: all thay 
| ] can ſay, is, that | fFudied to bring ol as © 

mear. 8s | could to the Unerring Seri we ; MF; 
| and to hutband a ſhort time as profitably as 
| 
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] might. If what is thus emitted may be 
= for Gods Glory, and the Benefit of his Pe o- 
ple in this Province, let bim have the whole 
Praiſe : To bis Bl:ſſmg | Commend i, 
Who am 
the leaſt and moſt unworthy 
of Goſpel Miniſters, 


Samuel Hl illard, 
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1. SAMUEL XXII. IN. 
} He that Ruleth over men, muſt be juſt , Rulimg 
in the "Fear of God. F 
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Hether the Ordination of _ 
Civil Government be an 
Article of the” Law of 
Narure, and it fhoulc 
accorcingly have been 

eftabiiſhed upon the Multiplication of Man- 

[+4 kin'!, al-hough chey had retained their Pri- 

' micive [ntegrity : Or. whether ic have only a 
Poſi:ive right, and was introduced upon mans 

' Apoſtaſy 51s a —=_ abour which all are 

| Hot agreed. The equity of ir, ro be fart 

- 5 founded in the Law natural, and js tg 


/ 
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be diſcovered 'by the light of Nature; being 
accordingly acknowledged by ſuch as are 
ſtrangers -to Scriptwo, Revelation, and by 
Chriſtians it 4s reducible to the- fiflt Com- 
mand in the Second Table of che Decaloguez 
which is ſuppoſed to be a tranſcript of the 
Law given'to Adam at the firſt, and 'writ- 
'ren upon the Tables of his: Heart. For thof, 
had man kept his firſt ſtate, the Moral /I- 
mage Concreated in kim, cecnſiſting in, 
Knowledg, Righteouſneſs, and True Helineſs, 
would have maintained him in a perfect un- 
deritanding of, and Spontaneous : Obedience 
to the whole duty iacumbent. on © him, 
wichour rhe need of civil Laws to dire& 
him;-or a civil Sword to lay compulſion 
on him ; and it would have been the true 
Golden Age, which - the Heathen Aythclo> 

its aie 1» Fabulous about . yet eyen then 
£1d the Al-NViis God Ordain Orders. of 
Supe iocjty and Inferioiity among men, and 
required an Honour to, be paid accorCingly. 
Bur lince tne unhappy. Fall hach Robbed man 
of thar pertection, and fiiled his heart wich: 


perverſs: and rebellious.” piineiples, tending , 


to the Subverſion of all Order and the re- 
ducinz ot the World: io a Chacs 3; neceſliry 
requirgs, and the Political happineſs. of. a 
People is con-zernzd in. the eſtabliſhmene of 


Ciyil Governnicac, "The wanc of ic hath. 
-£&*. , : " 
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_of a Good Ruler. /3. Y 
ever been pernicious, and at:e1 ded 09 with 
miſerable Circumſtances. When 'there was 
no Governour in [ſrael, bit every man did 
what he would, what horrible outrages, 
were then perpetrated, thoug) Holy and 
Z.calous Phmehas was at thar time the High- 
Priz(t ? and we ourſelves have had a Spe» 
clinen of this in the tho:t Anarchy accoms 
panying,our lite Revolution. Gods Wildom 
Eercto® and l:is goodnels is to be adored 
11 thac he hath laid 11 ſuch a reliet tor the 
Children of men, againſt the miſchief which 
would otherwiſe devour th2m; and en- 
graven an inclination on thr hearts, gene- 
rally ro com, ly wih ic. Bur this norwich- 
ſtanding, mens fins my} pur a curle into 
their Ble lings, & render their remedy to be 
not, better, pollibly wo:lz than the Malady, 
Government is to prever © and cure the dif- 
orders that are apc to break forth among the 
So-i2tizs of m2n ; an to promote the civil 
:ace and p-.oflpe iy of fuch a p2ople, as 
well as to ſuppreſs impizty, and nourith Re- 
ligion. For this end there are ro be both 
Ruters, and ſuch as are to be Ruled by them: 
an4 the Weal or Wo. of a People mainly 
depends on the qualitica:ions ot thoſe Kwlers, 
by whom we are to be Governed. Hencz 
that Obſervation, Ecclef. ro. 16, 17. Wo 
"F$@..thee, O Land ? wien thy King is @ Child, 
"ws B and 
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4, " Eh Chax axactey gry 
an th y Princes eat im 1 morning . Pie 
art thu, O Land! whey thy King E the Son 
of Nebles, end thy Princes = j due feaſa 
for fer ength, and nit for Drimkenneſs. There 
s then much of Gods Kin:'nefs or Diſplea; 
ſure C0) be Reid in his Providencial dilp 
ſing of this Affair. God faith of them, Hof 
I 13. 1. 1 gave them a King in mine 


eAnger. 
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We have therefore the CharaQter of a 
Good RULER Recommended to us in tha 
Woid of GOD, and Ex2mplited in fome 
who deicrved that Epithece, not only to 
let men know when GOD favours them 
with ſuch a Tlefling, that they may TF- 
| turn Him His deſerved Praiſe tor it ; 
| but allo, both co Inftrut ſuch into whoſe 

hands i it falls, how to Demean themſelves 
| in their Authority, {o as to be a Comman 
1 Good ; and to cire& thoſe unto whoſe 
b cruſt ic is C ommicted, what manner of 
q Perſogs they ought ro introduce, it they 
q: would either Pleaſs GOD, or Conſult cheir 
own and their Peoples W-ltare. 


Such a Charatter we find is given in 
our Text; and we may luppole Dawis 
intended for an Inſtance ot it. ' 
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on on the hcarts of thoſe that read them, 


words of Dazi/, wl.om God had cxalted to 


own Anointed ov an Extiaordinary -calling 


culiar Prophetic4l Inſpiration, & they were 


Priefly acquaint you that the import or 


Seletipeci ot him : be rhas Rutetb juſt men; 


oO neacet” a5. Þ 
_ of & Good Rnller. 5 
The woit's are Introduced wich greneſt 
Blemnity , ro give them the Ceeper imprefſi- 


and are concerned in them. They are the 


the Government over His People Tfrael, 
and inſtructed in i:is Duty : who was Gods 


And they are his Lat wirds, Probably not 
thac he ever ſpake, but ſomes -of his ay ing 
words, and the lit that he uttered by a Pe- 
not his own words, buc fuch as the Spirit of - 
God dictared ro him, and ſpake by him, 
whereof he was only the Inſtrument of their 
being commicted to record. They thetfore 
came out of the Mouth of he Ged avd Rock 
of Iſrael: and ſurely there muſt be unfpeak- 
able Importance in words Ujhered in with 
lo Myjſticil a Preface. I might here 
rell you the Civers readings, occalioned 
by the curt expreſſion of the Hebrew Text, 
but I ſhall not ſpend time in ir, ſince the 
neral current of Interpreters runs the ſame 
way wich our Tranſlation. And I need bur 


ſenſe of the words is variouſly underſtood 3 
lome apply them to God himſelf, and ac- 
rdingly read the words as a continued 
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'6:: The Character 


that ruleth men to fear God, Ochers apply- 


- 2 


them to Chrift, as typified by David; and 
take them to be a Propheſy ot his Mediato- 
1123 Kingdom: and then tt ey 1ead it, ſhall be 
gu#t, ruling the fear of God : 1. e, Divine Inſt itue 
red worjlip: poin:irg to the abrogating of 
the legal, ard ringing in ct the Goſpel 
a)miniſtrations : but then the Type allo muſt 
be reſpe&cd, at le:ſt vnder a ſhadow : and 
ſo tcy {uppole that Davids Typical Governse 
ment 13 repreſented. Others take them ac- 
coiding to the ſenie of our Tranſlaion, 
not to b: a predic.ion but a precept, giving 
us to underſtand what manner ot pct fons 
ſuch are required to be, by che Divine Man- 
date, and that it was Icft as a Rule to them 
who ſhould ſucceed. 

In the words ch:re are two things to be 
obſerved. | 

x The Suhjeit ſpoken of ; He :hat Ruleth 


over men. He that ruleth | The word Im- 


ports one that hath any Dominion, right, 
or authority over either Perfens or thl1:gs 3 
and is here applicable to all thoſe degrees of 
men that have any ma:k ot Authority ugon 
them ; whecher the Kmg as Supream, or any 
Ainifters under him, under what Character 

or ticle ſoever : bE 
Orter men | the word | Adam | is fre- 
quently uſed to exprels thy Commonalty, or 
* Peoply 


| 2 = —_ 


———— — 


yy 


eople. that are to þ: Governed : but hows» 
"er, there j- or ought to þe a valt difference 
verween the Government of Men and 
Zealts; though fome Brutiſth men may 
elerve to Db: treated as Brutes, Man is a 
eaſonable Creature, and of the ſame order 
of heing with them that Govern him, and 
ught ro 5} managed accorcingly, 

2. The Duty incumbent on ſuch an one? 
e mrſt be Toft, Ruling in the Fear of God. 
Som- {1ppoſe that the double Office of the 
841 Magiſtrate 15 here pcinted at, who 1s 
'n/tos utriuſque Tab:ilz, who 13 to maintain 
Juſtice towards men, & Pizry towards God. 
Others ſuppole the I.er Exprethion to be 
xeget ical to the tornier, 
'| Juſt ] i, e One that makes Conſcience 
o obſerve and keep to the Rule of Riz!;t2s 
puſnels in all his Adminiitrations, he ought 
not to Exert |:is Power Ilijmicedly , and 
\rbicrartly, bur 1:1 Contormiiy two the Law 
pf. Gol), and - the Light of Nacure, for 
ods Honour, and the prom-ting of the 
ommon beneqit ot t1ole over whom he 
bears Authoricy. - And hence, 

| Ruling in the Fear of God. ] And if he 
oth nor ſo, he cannot be Jult : and by the 
ear of God we may cicher underſtand ai 
1oly Revercntial Fear, entertained in his 
eart, which muſt Govern aim, or elſe he 
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will never Rule well. For though every 
good man will not make a good Ruler; 
yet It is ſcarce ro be believed that a matt = 
will Acquit this Office well wichout Piety, 
Or elle it may be taken Metonimicaly, tor 
the R:l:s of Gods Word, and thole parti: 
cular Precepts which Gdiret men how rg 
\ carry themſelves in every Station : which 
are_theretore called the Fear of God , bes ic 
cauſe they ſerve rightly to Regulate our £ 7* 
Fear of him Where it 1s ſaid | be ach 7 
it doth not ſuppoſe that all who have tt 
fuch Authority wi:th them, do ſo Rules © 
wotul experience too frequently proves S 
the contrary ; but char ir iz their Dury, I * 
and a matter «f grear Importatice tor & © 
them to atend ir. Hence. 4 


DOCTRINE 
+ is of bigheſt Conſequence, that Civil Rk. | 


lers ſhould be Juſt Mev, and ſuch as Rule 
in the Fear of God. 


Where ſhall we find any one Text ir 
Scripture Uihered in more remarkably 
than this? I may not tarry here to draw 
our this Character ia its tull dimenſions, 
And give ic all its Co'ours ; btit muft only 


take 1onic biiet Glance, 
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Civil Rulers are all fych as are in, the ex- 
xciſe of a rightful Authority over others. 
heſe do not all of them ſtand in one equal 
Rank, nor are alike influential into Govern» 
Ion. There are Supream and Subordinate 


% 


owers: and of theſe alſo there are lome 
who have a Legiſlative, others an Executzve | 
Power in their Hand: ; which wo, though 
they may ſometimes meet in the ſame per- 
ſons, yet are in themlelves things of a ditfe- 
rent Nature, There are Superiour Magiſtrates 
in Provinces, and ſuch as are of Councit wkh 
them, and Aſſembly men, the Repreſentatives 
of the Pcopl-. There are Judges in Courts, 
Superiour and Inferiour ; Juſtices of the Peacp 
11 their ſeveral Precints: and in each of 
thele Orders there Reſides a meaſure of 
J Auchoricy. | | 
Now, that all theſe miy be 7uf, it is 
firſtiy req ired, that they have a Principle 
of Meral Honeſty in them, and Swaying of 
them : that they Love Kightecuſneſs, and 
Hate Iniquity ; that they be Aden of Truth, 
Excd. 18. 21. for every man will act in h 
Relation, according to the P:inciple rhar 
Rules in him : fo that an Unrighteous mat 
wil be an Unrighteous Ruler, to far "as 
he hath an Opportunity. we 
— They mult alſo be acquainted with the 
Rules of Rightcoulnebs ; they mult know 
| "  'wha 
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t0 The Character 
what is Jult, and what i> Unjuft, be 4b 
mcn, Exod. 18. 21. For, though men may i 
know and not do, yet wirhour Knowledge 
the Mind cannot be good, Jgnorance Is a 
Foundation tor Error, and will Fkelv prof | 
duce it, when the man applics himſelt coff 
at : and it he d-» rizhe at any tim-, it 
xs but by gueſs, which is a very poorſi | 
Commendaiion. 


Again, he muſt be one that refpeRs the 
Cauſe, and nor the perfons in all |i: Ad- 
miniſtrations, Deurt. 1. 17. Ye ſhad nor reſpect 
Perſons in Tudgment, &c. it ts Att. tions 
Overſway |.is ja:lgment at any time, they 
will be a crovked Liafs, that will turn 
him out ot the way, aad "that thall bz 
Juſtice in one man» caic, wliich will not be 
ſo in anoth-r. 

Farchermore, he muſt be one whom nct- 
ther Flatteiy nor Biibery may be able*to 
remove out of hi; way, Ueut. 16. 19, Thou 
ſhalt not wre/} 7udgment, rhou ſhalt not Reſpect 
Perſons, neither take a Gift ; and hence he 
mult be one who hates buth Ambition 
and Coverouſnels, Exod. 18. 21 Hating 
Covetouſneſs; which word ſignites, a Gree: 
dy Deſire, and is applicabl2 co both the 
fore cited Vices : tor if theſe Rule hit, 
14 ke will never be a jult Rulcr, 
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\ of a Good Ruler. r1 
Finally, he muſt be one who prefers 


a 


the publick Benefit above all private and 
ſeparate Intereſts whatſoever. Every maty 


in his place, owes himſelt to the good 
of the wholz ; and if he doth not ſo de- 


, yore himlſclt, he is unjuſt : and he whb 


either to advance himſelf, or to be Re- 
venged on another, will puſh on Injurt- 
ous Laws, or pervert the grue Intention 
of ſach as are in Force, is an unjuſt 
man : and he who is under the influence 
af a Narrow Spirit, will be ready to do 
{o, as occaſion offers. 

Nor is this Juſtice to be lookt upon 
as ſeparate from the Fear of God, but as 
influenced and maintaired by it. 'He 
therefore that Rwteth in the Fear of God, 
is 6ns who Acknowl:dgeth God to be 
his Soveraign, and carrics in his heart an 
Awfal Fear of him : who owns Eis 
Commiſſion to be from him, and ex- 
pats ere long to be called to give in 
an Account of his managing of it : which 
maketh him to ſtudy in all things to 
pleaſe him, and to be afraid of ding 
any: thing that wilt provoke him. | 

And accordingly, he is a Sendent in 


_ the: Law of Ged, and Mediates in 5s 
Pap: and Night ; making ir <= Rule inro 
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he ultimately reſolves all that he 
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T2. The Character 


doth in 'his place. We find chat in the 
Old Law, the King was to write a Copy 
ot it with hz own hand, and ro make 
uſe of it at all times : Deut. 17. 18, 19. 


If he hath any thing to do in the making 
of Laws, he will conſult a good Conſcience, 
and what may be pleaſing ro God, and will 
be tar from framing miſchief by a Law. And 
it he be to execuce any Laws of men, he 
will not dare to give a judgment for ſuch 
an one as Ciretly Croileth the Command 
of God, but counts ir ipſo facto void, and 
his Conſcience acquitted of his Oath. 


Yea the Fear of God will make him not | 


to. think himſclt Lawleſs; nor dare to bear 


wicneſs, by Laws and P-naltics, againſt ſins | 


in others, which he countenanceth and en- 
courageth by living in the Pradiiſe of 
himſelf : Fur to uſe utmoſt endeavours that 
hi: own life may be an exempliftication of 
Obediznce, and others may learn by Hum, 
what a Veneration he hath tor the Laws 


that areenacted for the good of Man-kind. 


In a word, he is one that will take care 


to promote /rery as well as Honeſty among * 
men ; and do his utmolt that the true Relt- 


gion may be countenanced and eftablijhed, 
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of a Good Ruler 13 
and that all Ungodlineſs, as well as Un- 
righeeouſnels, may have a due Teſtimony 
born againſt ir at all times. So he relolves 
Pſal. 75+ 10. all the horns of the wicked alſo wi'l 
1 cut off ; but the horns of the righteous ſhall ve 
exslted, 


Tt then follows that we enquire of what 
great moment or conſequence it is that 
theſe ſhould be fuch : and there is a three- 
fold refpe& in which the high importance 
Ol it 5 w bs Cilcovered by us. 


I. In reſpet to the Glory of God. 


Civil ' Rulers are Gods Vicegerents here 
upon earth ; hence they are ſom:imes hon» 
oured wich the title of Gods, . P/al.82 6. [ 
bave ſail ye are Gods. Government is Gocs 
Ordinance ; and thole that are Veſted 
with it, however med:arely introGuced into 
ar, have their righttul aucho. icy trom him, 
Prov. 8. 15, 16. By me Kings Reign , and 
Princes Decree fujlice, By me Princes Rule, 
and Nobles, even ai the Tudges of the Earth, 


6. 


and they that are trom him, -thould be 
for him, and ought to ſcek the Honour 
of him who is Kmg of Kings, and Lord of 
Lewds: which they only then do, when 


. they manage thcir whole Intereſt - and 
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14 The Character 

Fower vih a Delign tor his G'ory 3 & 
accoruingly manage themſelves in all their 
Miniſtrations by the Statutes of his Kings 
dom ; which none will ever do, but they 
that, are Tuff, Ruling in the Fear of God. Righs 
teouſneſs and Religion flouriſhing in theſe, 
will be as a Torch on an Hiil, whole Light 
and Influence will be vaſtly extenſive : e- 
very one will be advantaged to fee thcir 
good works, and to .Gictihe God for and 
in.them. Their very Example will have 
the forces of a Law in it, and win many by 
a powerful Attraction, to the avoiding of 
ſin, and practiſing of Righteouſneſs. T hey 
Will be a good Copy, that mary will be 
ambitious to write after : and their faithtul 
Adminiſtrations will render them a Terror 
#0 Evil Doers, aud an Encouragement to them 
, Fha; do well ; which will advance the very 
end of Government. Whereas the Evil De- 
portment, and IIl Management of Rulers, 
who are unjuſt, and void of the Fear of 
God, is an open ſcandal, and of a more 
pernicious tendency than the wickedneſs 
of others ; inaſmuch as their Example is 
a diſcourag:mcnt ro them that are well 
diſpoſed, and animates thoſe that are -ſet 
in their heats for iniquity, and they are 
thereby emboldned to ſhew their heads, 
and to declare their fin as Sodom 5; hence. 
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hat Remark of. che Plalmiſt , Pſa}, x2. 8;- 
be wicked walk on every ſide, when the wi» 
men are exalted, Thoſe that woutd. 
car their Teſtimony agaiaſt Impicry 
nd Debauchery, are frowncd on and negs 
Red; and fuch as would Nowith them 
re Countenanced ; and either good Laws 
o ſuppreſs them are nor provided, . of 
hey are laid by as things Obſolece, and 
pf no Service : and thus all Abowinations 
Mme in upon a People as a Flood, and 
he Name of God is wotully Ciſhonours 
d by this means : and hereupon the laſt 


and moſt excellent end ot LC overnmente | 


omes to be fruſtrated, and what is there - 
hat we can conceive to be of greater 
xcight than this? if this be loſt, the Gla- 
y of ſuch a peoplz is gone. 


2 In regard to the weal of the People 
ver whom they Rule. 


A People are not made for Rulers, But 


Rulers tor a People. It i: 11deed an Honous. 


hich God puts upon ſome above others, . 
en he takes them from among tug 
Pople, and-.fets them up to Rule over 
em, but i: is for the Peoples ſake, and 
he Civil felicicy of chem is the next end 


f Civil Policy ; and che happineks of Ru 
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lers is bound up wich theirs in it. - Nor can 
any wiſe men in authority think themſelves 
happy in the Miſery of their Subjes, to 
whom they either are or ſhould be as Chil- 
dien are to to their Fathers : We have the 
Benefi of Government expreſſed, 1. Tim. 2: 
2+ a quiet Life and @ peacablein all Godlineſs and 
boneſfy. and it lizs eſpe.ialy wich Rulers, 
under God, to make a Peopgk. Happy or 
Miſerable. When men &an injoy their 
Liberties and Righis wichout moleſtation or 
oppreſſion ; when they can live wichout tear 
ot bzing born down by their more Potent 
Neighbours; when they are ſecured againſt 
Violence, and may be Righted agaiaſt them 
that offer them any injury, without fraid ; | 
and are encovraged to ſerve God in their 
own way, with freedom, and withour 
being impoſed upon contrary to the Goſpel 
precepts ; now are they an happy People. 
Bur this is to be expected trom none 
other but men juſt and Fious : they that 
are otherwiſe, will chemſelves be oppretfour;, 
and they that are influenced by them, and 
dependent on them, wili adde to the g' ics 
vance. They that thould look after them 
Will' Do ic tat enough : Yea every one 
+ will uſurpa Licenſe to do fo to hi> Neigh- 
þour upon an advantage: and fuch a peo- 
ble mult needs groan uider an intollera- 


or a Good Ruler 17. 

ole burden. Beſides, it is a great Truth; 

n bat che Mercies and Judgments of God 
ome upon a people, according as their 
Rulers carry themſclves in managing of 
he Truſt which God hath commarted to 
hem. Juſt and Zealous Rulers, are men 
hat Stand in the Gap, and keep off Judg- | 
ments t:-om a {inning people ; God /oug ht | 
for one ſuch, Ezek. 22. 30. they turn away 

wrath, when ic hath made an inroad, fo it 

is recorded ot Phinehas that he Cid, Pſ.106. 

30. and God is wont to Leſs ſuch a People, 

as He did Jatt and Fudab in the days of 

David, Solpmcn, Tehoſhaphat, Hezekiab, and | 
Fofiab : wheras when theſe tall into ſuch fins | 
as God is Provoked at, the People are like | 
Yo Smart for ir. There is ſuch an Influence 

with the Prevarications of theſe men, that, 
in the righteous judgment of God, thoſe 
under them faffer grizvouſly by it. This 
the Heathen obſerved in the courſe of Pro- 
vidence, and made that remark upon ir, 
Deliramt reges, pleGuntur Achivii Thus 
David numbers the People, and Seventy I 
Thouſand of the nien of Iirael die for it, 28. , 
24. Yea ſuch may be the influence of the | 
*Male-adminiltration of Rulers, though done 
. malice, and in an heat of miſgtijs 
\deQ"zeal for the People of GOD ; as. Sawls 
, FR in Slaying the Gibeonites is recorded to 
_— os 
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Have becn, 2 Sam 21 2. thar the Guile waylll f 
I long upon a Land, and break our 1 b 

errible Judgments a great while after, and * 
nor be expiateq il the fin be openly con R 
fefſed, and the Atonement ſqught une p 


| With Reference ta Rulers themlclves t 
It 15, as we before Obferved, a Dignity 4 
Put upon chein, to he. preterred to Governy b 
ment over their Brethien ; to have the ] 
overlight, nct of Beaſts, but of Men. But } 
as. there is a great Truſt devolved on them, S 
fo. there is ar: anſwerabls Reckoning which] © 
they muſt be called unto : And howeverſif © 
they are ſerted in Authority by men, yerki ? 
GOD, who Rules over all, hath pur them ! 
ip, only Duravte Bene 1 1.cito : they are uponff | 
'thcir good Behaviour ; they are Stewards, 

and whenſocver GOD plzaſeth, He will call * 
for a Reckuning, and pur them out. GOD | 
fets. up, and. he pulls down ; and he bath a | 
reſpect ro men> Carriages in his dealings 

with them. Godly and Zcalous Phinehgs fl 
zot a; Bleſimg tor himfelf and his Poltericy, 
\ 45- 11.&c, Whereas Saxl procurgd 
tor. himieclt a KejeRion, and the laying ahde 
and atmolt Ex:icpatlon of his. Family. We 
have this allo taftanced in-Shebrg and El 
Js: 233. 15. &c. Yea, what did Ferdlows, 
What did Ahab, and many others "procure 
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for themſelves, by their ill Government, 
but the utter rooting out of their Names, 
and Poſterity ? The Fourth” Generation may 
Rue that ever they derived from ſuch Pros 
genitors. The only ſure way for Rulers to 
build up their own Houſes, is to be ſuch in 
their places as David was, of whom we hava 
that Teſtimony, Pſal. 78. 71, 72. He brought 
him to Feed Jacob his People, and Iſrael bis 
Inheritance. So he Fed them according to the 
Integrity of his heart, aad guided them 7 the 
Skilfulneſs of his hands. And although GOD 
doth not always peculiarly puta Brand in 
this World upon Impious and Unjuſt Rulers, 
yer there is a Tribunal before which they 
muſt ſtand &'re long as other men ; only 
their Account will be ſo much the more 
Fearful, and Condemnation more Tremen- 
dous, by how much they have neglected 
to take their greater advantages to Glorify 
GOD, and abuſed their Power to His Dif- 
honour, by which they had a fairer oppor» 
tunity than other men. | 1 
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All that 1 have to Offer by way of || © 
Improtament, hall be in a Three- | | 
fold 'Commendition of. this T, ROTHEY. 
10" us.” | 


lt | = "2M > 
* iT; T:et me: pronofe it to ſack, in;:whoſe 
anus: it 15 to [Appctnt tne Periohs that are ! 
t& hear Rul2 over tiis Peopke.; whether 
Lie the, makzjng of Laws to Govera by, or 
the. putiing of. inch as are-mace into Ext» 
1 cytion-*; Whether | Conmſel lors, A ffenbjy- Meng \ 
iþ $7 Faſbiges of the Peace, TI ct, tis 4 yous 
| gdiregory in; exerting . 05. this 11ght.. Civil 
Govetntnent, is, fzated: i by - particular 
Perjags-. or . Famliles:: a _ Narwal 
right, neicher hath ear pn 54 ob Nathre, nov 
the Word of GOD determined in partt- 
cular, what Foim of Governmznt thall be 
Eftabliihed amonz men, wherher Monarcht- 
| cal, Argitccrgiical, pr De EN MIEIG much leſs, 
"i who are individually- to b2 acknowledged in 
it Aurchority, and acc gps'y ſubmitted: to. 
 Neverthelels the Yu Eanuidence of GOD per 


Mi 
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; 
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Immediate, and Extraorainar j pointing tO the 
Perſons and Families : whett by , Revelats 
he dzclires his pleaſure in ict. Thus. was Sal 
ſ:t up over the Kingdom of Iſrael ; and at* 
terwards David was thus choſen of. God, 
; . . 4 - 
and an Entail made ot the Ciown on his 
- - 1 . . 
Poſtericy : bur this way hath long ſince 
. - « - L 
ceaſed. Somcitmes 1t i5 more mediate and cr- 
dinary, and that is, citt.er Forcizle, when Gad 
Judi.ially delivers a Peogls up to the will ot 
their enemi2s, ail tnz Conguerour gives 
T.aws to and appornes Rulzrs over ſuch « 
; Pp 
Peopl:. at his pleature, and they ar2 com- 
pelled co azcept of them, lictlz ro ther cons 
cenc: which, as15 nct Elegiole, fo neither 
is ir wont to be of duration: tings 


\ viol:nt ,uſ2 noc to be Perm anent.. Or - v9- 
\ luntary, which i by the tres conſent of a 


\Peopl>, orderly, and wichout Compulion 
eltalliiiag tre Fundamentals of Goverument 


among - themſelves, and the methods of; in- 


troducing Perſons into authoil:y.; wiiicn 


Methods are not preſcribed in SciiÞture, bit 
remain polats of Prudence, and may Laws 


fully be divers here and there, There are. 


yet gzneral Rules witch both reatoh and 


Religion do point men to arrend jn this 


Calc ; and the weal or wo of a Pcople do 


D 2 Very, 
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fides. in .chis matter ; ſ5merimes, by. a marg. 
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very mnch depend therupon. And as it is Wh: 
a thing very grateful t© men to have ſome {vi 
hand and conſent in the appointment 
of their own Rulers, fo they do either make 
or mar themſelves by the uting or abuſing 
'of ſuch a liberty. Wher this power is Im- 
mediately devolved upon ſome perſcns, they 
have great advantage to procure eicher the 
happineſs or miſery of their People. Such 
Ele&ors therefore are under the obligation Fth 
to be very wary in the application of then. Wdc 
Telves :to the Nomination of the perſons for Uk 
1ach a truſt. A good Chartcy is Doubtleſs ſo! 
Preferible ro a bad one; it is a great Pri» Yb 
'viledge to be ſecured from being hurt by Io: 


| any but our ſelves : but, let Charter Privi- Miu 


leges be never ſo Excellent, Good Rulcrs ic 
only can'make us Happy under them : and IR 
if they are not fo, we luffer notwith- Ng 
ſtanding, rc 


Here then you are told what qualities are b 
to be eyed in thole whom you fix your Bu 
Choiſe upon, Whatſoever other Rules 
diſcretion may point to be obſerved in this 
affair, yet ch:ſe muſt always be of che 
Quorum. ' It is true, there are none without 
eheir failings; nor can we expe&t that the 
clit of men will acver do amiſs z but yer. 


' 
— ,_.. 


—__ me wth..4 


he Peſt are wo be preterr2d, as "they that 
ill do ir {-Idomeſt, and never of aelign. 
hey chat Fear Gd will be atraid wilfully td 
hurt men ; thzy that arc j4/# will do jultice, 
& that can WrO1g NINE. This is ic which 
advantageth all other -giits, whether natural 
or acqui cd, to be tiucly lerviccable to . the 
protiioting of the w.l are ot a People: with- 
our this, 2 more the men have of theſe, 
they a 2 fo much the more advantaged to 
do mi{c-.iet, There is no milery greater, or 
tels piii.d, than what men foulithly bring 
on them. Ives; and none will be: equally 
blamed 101 j:, az cy who were the guilty 
occations of it, or more deſerve it. Chule 
Juch men, and then you may expet to be 
lo Govern..d : if you delice chat Hdlineſs, and 
Rightecuſneſs may be promored and encoura- 
gel, this 1; the belt itroak that you cangive 
to 1: if you have a mind that Prephane- 
meſs, and Debanchery Ihould rake place, and 
bear all down, here is the readictt way tor 
IC. 


And if- you will keep to the: Rule pre- 
ſcribed in our 7ex!, Eeware of being mif: 
guided by  Spec:a} Faveur, Brivery or Fattion 


When Perſons ſhall be crowded: in, be- 


Y% 
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-Cauſc they are our Friends, or have gainel 
& room in-our affections, withour any reipe 
eo their meerneſs, Hur what our blind patl 
fions - judge of; or that they may hav 
a way to ſupport themſelves by che Govern 
ment; it is caly to tcll what 1 to be ex. 
pected, | | 


When places of Truſt in Governmen 
are bought and fold, and he {ſhall have then 
that will give molt for them, we may wel 
conclude that tuch a Peoplz are bought and 
1c1d too, and mult only icrve to make a good 


Maiket ot. 


When a Peopl2 are divided into Factions 
Juſt, and Wile, and good Men are renoun 
ce, & not thought worthy ta ba made ut, 
of, becauſe they tavour not the Parcy thath. 
can {way ; and ſuch as are hotly zealous forfy 
the deſign, are counted, mceerly by that zeal 
ſufficiently qualiied, and to be of all moit 
worthy ; this will not p:omote the Public 
Good, but only gain to the one hide a little 
more ot advantage to do huit. 


2. Let me humbly offer this as a Copy 
for all that cicher are, or may be ia place ol 
Rul:, co Wiiic atter, Allow ms heli 

beit 


ad ad, An. 
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herty- to ſav this from GOD 3; that by whats 
ever Titles of, Excellent, Honourabj:,.or I or- 
Wiyfi1, you are known ; you not only Rule 
nder ſuch as are yovr Superiors on Earth, 
nto whom you are accountable for what 
ou do ; bur under GOD alſo, who is your 
reat SOVERAIGN, Your Authoricy is 
rom Him, and ought therefore to be for 
im, elſe will you bs found falſe to your 
Truſt, You Rule over His Subjes, and 
at not only upon a common account, as 
he whole World i; His Kingdom, but cns 
ore Special, as the Peopl: under your 
atch, are the Sibjets of His GOSPEL 
INGDOM: it you do that whicl1 15 Righe 


o them, He will bs Pleaſed . but if. you 
-Mhould do otherwiſe, their APPEAL ts0 
"Fro Him, and. there is a COURT that will 
be callzd, wherein their CAUSE ſhall be 
Heard, and Adyuited. 


Bz yon entreated, to m2aſure all your 
"miniſtration by this Rul : Do al juftty and 
"WW the fear of God. This 1s the way to be 
Bleflings in your placzs, and t> be the Brſſed 
 Wof the Lozd. By this courſe you will make 
YSyour peopl: an happy people, and you 
our felves ihall be Eſtabliihed. Thus fhall 
'Qy.. pull down a blefling on your own 

pn” de. heads 
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heads, and upon the Land you dwell 1 
This is the way to be the Pepairers of breacl 
es, and the Reſtorers of paths to dw«ll in. 


To this erd, be entreared to take car 
that Rey;gion may Flomiin; the True Fear 0 
COD, and Right Adminiſ/ra;icon of His Or 
dinarces may Le Promgid and Secured : tha 
. Rightecuſneſs may be done for men, an 
that I12uity wl.tch defiles; a Land, and pull 
down Wiath, may be Pwgcd away : that 
 Drunkenreſs, ans - Swearing, - Frrnication, ani 
Sabbath-Prcphanatun, and whatloever haſteps 
the Calamicy of a Profefling Peoplz, ma 
be ducly boin Witneſs againſt. Let - this 


be your cCincere Uubiailed Aim in all thar 


Carry tl.is wich zou, &-1:t it Rule in the 
Making ct Laws : It the Word of GOD be 
contulted, nd the Con men Utility of the 
Subject be debgned :; For, though there be 
not a Body of C11il Laws diawir up in thy 
Seriptures, to whicn every Polity is to E 
- confined, yer th-re. are ſuificient general 
direttuns, © Rules, to be gathered fro 
thence ; Waich may Regulare in thi 


A ls ory 
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acl © Take, be Lt any Ter: inde whe 
 [PorVver L2ws do.paſs : Law  mayle tg; ny 
hepa; , particular. leparate Intereſt never did 
z0pd, but Hurt to a Body-Polith ck : that 
ach: may -Jerve che preſent .curn, may. in 
> little. cime::prove more: Miſchieyous, than 
ever: is was Advantageous. Remember, you 
rannot' Repeal fuch Laws, when you will, 
or when you have advanced a defign-with 
FAchem. Look then forward' to the after If 
»Mfives. It will' be;.no- ſmall 'Aggtavation of 
Four Trouble, to. be, Wounded wich. a Shaft 
ef, our. own making. ' Look. for Changes 
in-a World: of Mutabilicy, and lay. in, as 
far as innocent Prudence may direc, 
tor- your Qwn, - and- youri Peoples -- Safe: 
FEY "vl 


_ Keep to this: alſo in all your Admirnd- 
ration. or Application of Laws: Maintain 
a. good  Conkience. in it, and: let. . the Friar 
af .God, and a Principle of Fu#tice make: you 
y..aide. all | Sintfter Reſpects; - Let nec 
tihas bur Thiogs Sway you in-all:;your 
i ifenſations ; and. when . the. caſe is the 
me, let the ſame ſentence proceed from 
no; let: heiches Riches nor: Poverty :turn 
heScale ; neicher Friendſhip nor 
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top, of *Pervere Juſtice; nor” rf 
urs power to take privare or 'Þ 
evefige.” When Caſes are plain, 40- net 
obſcure them ; and when they are dubious 
Search them out : and let riot flattery' or Im- 
pudence -prevail over you, but- take his ad-B 
vice in 2. Chron 16, 9, Thus ſhait jou: do' m 
the fear of the Lord, faithſully, and with 4 
periect beart, Deal couragi.n| ly, and the” Lard 
ow be with the good, 


Remember the canſe is Gods, and he will | 
have the: calling of it over again ; where 
'he wilt cher applaud your fidelity, or 
condemn your untfaithtulnels. 


Do fo. alſo. in your Exemplary converſe 
tion. Do not do that your ſelves, which 
you Ought in Duty, and oath, to puniſh 
in ities. » Emboldcn not wicked men tc 
tranſgreſs by your example, and to: excuſe 
themſelves upon your account. That Man 
who Will Violate the _— which. He 
-to Rule by, will ſoon neglet to Exe 
them on others, and biing reproacti "tl 
| bimfelf where he doth, 


23 Ter it afford mareer of Inftrudiog 
- Us all. "ER 


© 2 ' 
Next els the Exlinche Qui 
ff good” Rulers ? it is no ſmall” © 
| chit we have in (this affair, ng SK... 2 
| hat” "we, ought  Earneftly * to. Pray 'to GOU"R 
chat 'we may have ſuch always; and 'we © » 
pray - r our ſelves when we' fo Go. 


Wtatſoever other influence we may have 

into the appointment of tkole 'that "ate 

| ern us, there js none that can, hit 
al IrY '8s-.of this but 'our ſelves. God Over- 


re Lp the Lc, he" - Derermines' the Hearts 
» 


, 00 = 
30n'; "ad if we can Lond with * hi 


amportunate Prayer, our buſineſs 45 $4 
Jt is one of the Bleflings. that he will be 
ho imo for, by the Heeſe of Ijraet. 


'k =" us to be "hankfal to him for ſuchs 
awhen ,be. beltows. .them ppon us, God 
not -2a little diſplays his kindneſs to .Aa 
: = wen Jt is thus ; and expeds. their 
irgde 40 ' hins for:.fo .Comprehenſive a 
lercy : there-is noching will fooncr | lote 


ow; angin yn Ingracituge. 
ee © 86, B i rag 
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L Interpr etation of them. TSS 
"8 © We are Goyerned by men of liks Yaſic- 
= mjitis wich ourſelves, wonder por It fome- 
- :times they.diſcover ſomething ot them: but 
when we know that their cordial engeavours|Þ 
are to do that which is right, and promote 
00 peacabls and Godly - Living, let: high 
LI. . \ gs 


And beware of Murmurings ; GOD will 
. not take it well of us; and can eaſily let ys 
.knaw a Citfterence; and it is an O EFya- 
. fon that ſeldonz mifleth ; That they wh 
MreÞ}pneſt. addicted ro, are ſooneſt weary, of 
Changes, RE IO 


In a. Ward , lot us: beware leſt we. pro: 
voke an Holy and Jealous God to anger 
fo as to give us men of another Spirit to Rule 
'over us, or to 'withdraw* His Spiite from. 
them that do, and kave them 'to do'thingy, 
- Inconvenient. 5. 30] 
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vil Rulers, and 'the Male-Adminiſtea ds., 
" of good ones, are puniſhments - whizh GP 

doth infi& on'a 'pzopte that: have» SFEFOR / 


þ& him co Anger againſt chem, G29 gove Santi 
Wn go. tfrae! in bis Wrath 5 ages te Dhvid 
& "44 BEV Ur 2 Goo = I, | 1 | 
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þ Number rhe pevp] 
mdled againſt Liracl. 


i If we- Apoſtatiſe from GOD, and grow £4 
reary of his ways, he knows hqw to. . 


Scourge us after this manngp 3 and. hath, ' 
Glow, done 19 by-his people ON hack | 
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But jf we be a people Fearing Gap 


d Keeping of His Commandments, He 
vill Delight in us to Bleſs us, and tq- do 
s Good : and to give vs Rulers after his 
wn Preſcription, Fuff Men, end Ruling 
the Fear of God. 
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